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one-fourth the output of the United States. Washington is the
leading lumber state in the Union.
Although agriculture is a more important pursuit than formerly,
the cultivated area has tended to decrease during the last thirty
years. Wheat and barley are grown chiefly in the Willamette,
Sacramento, and San Joaquin valleys, and, owing to the greater
part of the precipitation occurring during the growing season, large
crops can be raised even in districts where the rainfall is light.
Since 1900, the area under wheat has greatly declined as the result
of the extension of various irrigation schemes which have led to
the substitution of more valuable crops; the area under barley is
now larger than that under wheat, and California ranks as one of
the largest barley-producing states in the Union. Other important
crops of the region include alfalfa and cotton, both of which are
grown under irrigation. The cultivation of fruit and vegetables,
often but not always on irrigated land, is now the most important
agricultural pursuit of the state, where the combination of facilities
for irrigation with a climate of the Mediterranean type is particu-
larly favourable to these crops. Among the fruits for which the
Sacramento, the San Joaquin, and some of the coastal valleys are
famous, are grapes, plums, apricots, and peaches. Fruit preserving
is, therefore, an important industry, Fresno being noted for its
raisins, and San Jose for its prunes. Farther south, in the lowland
area which lies between the mountains and the sea, Los Angeles
is the capital of a region which produces enormous quantities of
oranges, lemons, and other fruits.
The mineral wealth of the region is considerable. Coal, ranging
in character from lignitic to bituminous, is found in various places,
but chiefly in Washington, in the vicinity of Puget Sound, and on
the eastern slope of the Cascades. The total production of the
Pacific Region averages 1,700,000 tons, practically the whole of
which is mined in Washington. But if California is poor in coal,
it is rich in petroleum, and about one-fifth of the United States
supply comes from that state, chiefly from the southern part of
the San Joaquin valley and the country around Los Angeles. Gold
is found in the Sierra Nevada in. California, nearly one-third of the
whole output of the United States being obtained in that region.
Considerable quantities of copper are also mined there.
The Pacific Slope is not, and owing to its great distance from the